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Things slow way down here in the summer time…  where the living is easy!  Check out these 

pics from the Lunch at the Smith House on May 15th, and the Captains meeting May 27 at CJs 

on the Bay.     

Photos from CJ’s courtesy of L/Cdr Deb Ricci, S 

Photos from Smith House courtesy of Lt/C Deb Rago 
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Shout Out  

• Through the efforts of many, Resident’s Beach now has 

an ADE. 
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THE EAGLE’S EYE DEADLINE:    Members and 

Bridge are encouraged to submit material to the Editor 

by the 15th of the month or as requested by the editor.  

The Eagle’s Eye is the official publication of the Marco 

Island Sail & Power Squadron (MISPS) with ten issues 

yearly.  

 

The EAGLE’S EYE   Above is an alphabetical list 

of our advertisers. When you visit one of these 

establishments and use their services, please tell 

them you are a member of the Marco Island Sail and 

Power Squadron and saw their advertisement here. 

We want them to know how much we appreciate 

their support for our publication and organization.  

Opinions expressed in The Eagle’s Eye are those of 

the author of the article and do not necessarily 

represent the position of The Eagle’s Eye, MISPS or 

USPS®.  MISPS 2026©.  All Rights Reserved.                

Trademark Disclaimer:  America’s Boating Club® is a registered 

trademark of the United States Power Squadrons® ®The USPS Ensign 

(Flag Design), “Wheel-and-Flag Design”, “Officer Trident Design”, 

“United States Power Squadrons®”, “USPS”, “The Ensign”, “the 

Squadron” with flag graphic, “Paddle Smart”, “USPS University”, 

“Boat Smart”, “Jet Smart”, and “America’s Boating Club™” are 

registered trademarks of United States Power Squadrons. The 

Squadron Boating Course is a service mark of United States Power 

Squadrons. The “USPS Trade Dress” is a trademark of United States 

Power Squadrons. 

‘Distinctive Communicator’ is an award for publications that 

meet or exceed the defined criteria.  The Eagle’s 

Eye is recognized for this award.  

The Eagle’s Eye is a Copyright 2026 of Marco 

Island Sail & Power Squadron

MISPS is a squadron in District 22 

 

 

BRIDGE 
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Support our Sponsors! Tell them you saw their 

ad in The Eagle’s Eye 
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Geoff Fahringer     on page 8 

Horizon Real Estate    coming soon! 

Hull 2 Prop      on page 15 
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Island Automotive     on page 4 

Island Kitchen and Bath   on page 15 
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UPCOMING EVENTS   2026 
Date Event Location Day Time Page 

June 2026 

6/2/2026 Cards Learning Center Tuesday 1300 4 

6/10/2026 Captain's Meeting  Dolphin Tiki Bar Wednesday 1700  

6/10/2026 Executive Board Meeting Learning Center Wednesday 0900  

6/11/2026 Cruise/Drive Island Gypsy Thursday 1130 12 

6/16/2026 Silver Tridents Breakfast Hoots Tuesday 0830  

6/16/2026 Cards Learning Center Tuesday 1300 4 

6/24/2026 Captain's Meeting  Italian Deli Wednesday 1700  

6/25/2026 Cruise - BYOE  Goodland Raft Up Near 

Crabby Lady / Paradise 

Found (near marker 7) 

Thursday 1130 13 

July 2026 

7/7/2026 Cards Learning Center Tuesday 1300 4 

7/8/2026 Captain’s Meeting Patty Murphy's Pub Wednesday 1700  

7/21/2026 Silver Tridents Breakfast Hoots Tuesday 0830  

7/21/2026 Cards Learning Center Tuesday 1300 4 

7/23/2026 Cruise/drive/Lunch Tavern on the Bay 

(Naples) 

Thursday 1130 14 

7/29/2026 Captain’s Meeting CJ’s on the Bay Wednesday 1700  

August 2026 

8/4/2026 Cards Learning Center Tuesday 1300  

8/6/2026 Lunch  Cruise/Drive Mango's Thursday 1130  

8/12/2026 Captain’s Meeting Snook Inn Wednesday 1700  

8/18/2026 Silver Tridents Breakfast Hoots Tuesday 0830  

8/18/2026 Cards Learning Center Tuesday 1300  

8/26/2026 Captain’s Meeting 844 Wednesday 1700  

 

 

  

3893 Mannix Dr, Naples, FL 34114 
(239) 775-9696 

https://marcoboatingclub.org/
https://www.google.com/search?q=bottoms+up+marco+island&sxsrf=AJOqlzWvHjPQajjVrMCWgMJLTE4hrodatQ%3A1677602533131&source=hp&ei=5S7-Y5DBBdyWwbkP2OKPsAc&iflsig=AK50M_UAAAAAY_489RDVzwI_a_k9C7tw-5K_D7BDMwiL&oq=bottoms+up&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAEYADIECCMQJzIICAAQgAQQsQMyCAgAEIAEELEDMgsILhCABBDHARCvATIFCAAQgAQyBQgAEIAEMggIABCABBCxAzIFCC4QgAQyBQgAEIAEMgUIABCABDoHCCMQ6gIQJzoHCC4Q6gIQJzoOCC4QgAQQsQMQxwEQ0QM6EQguEIAEELEDEIMBEMcBENEDOgsILhCABBCxAxCDAToLCAAQgAQQsQMQgwE6EQguEIMBEMcBELEDENEDEIAEOg4ILhCABBDHARDRAxDUAjoOCAAQgAQQsQMQgwEQyQM6CAgAEIAEEMkDOgUIABCxAzoLCC4QsQMQxwEQ0QM6EQguEIAEELEDEIMBEMcBEK8BOgcIIxCxAhAnOgcIABCABBAKUNgKWKwYYO8laANwAHgAgAGZAYgB5AeSAQQxMC4xmAEAoAEBsAEK&sclient=gws-wiz
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Now that our monthly meetings held during the 

season are done until October, please note that there 

will be two Captain’s meetings each month during 

the off season.  Also, please note that we only publish 

the Eagle’s Eye twice in the summer – the June/July 

and August/September issues are combined.  

I appreciate all the photos that you all have shared 

with me so far, and hope that you will continue to 

send them my way for inclusion in the newsletters.    

I welcome any comments and suggestions to the 

newsletter.  Please email to jmo.abcd@gmail.com 

 

 

Please forward the information on sunshine news so 

that they can be shared with MISPS members.  

Simply send an email to KReynol@aol.com.  

Thanks. 

 

 

“Hand, Knee & Foot” Card Game 

Call:  Lt Dorothy Harkness, S at 239-235-9336  

Email: dorothyharkness@embarqmail.com 

 
Easy to learn this fun game … nice to play  

while on cruises.  Socialize with members  

of the squadron, give Dorothy a call …  

239-235-9336. 

 

 

 

 

 

June/July Birthdays 
Happy birthday to the following MISPS members 

who are celebrating their birthdays this month. If 

we’ve missed your birthday, contact the Editor. 

 

6/4  Paul G. Gulling 

6/5  Jean M. Taylor 

6/7  Anthony Ferrante  

6/7  Susan B. Cole 

6/15 Ann Vreeland 

6/22 Susan E. Flaherty 

7/4  Eric M. Martin  

7/4  Galina Yurkin  

7/5  Carol Egan  

7/13 Roger M. Thario  

7/22 Donald L. Cates  

7/27 Richard C. Flaherty  

7/28 Mary Alice Wilson  

7/29 James H. Addison  

7/31 Sonia C. Schmitt 

 

 

 

THE EAGLE’S EYE EDITOR 

Lt Jane Orsulak 

SUNSHINE NEWS 

Lt Kathleen Reynolds 

https://marcoboatingclub.org/
mailto:jmo.abcd@gmail.com
mailto:dorothyharkness@embarqmail.com
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Safe Boating Week, “Wear It,” and 

a Summer Full of Fun 
The Marco Island Power Squadron was proud to 

participate in the City of Marco Island’s 

proclamation recognizing National Safe Boating 

Week on May 18. City Council Chairman Darrin 

Palumbo presented the proclamation, which was 

formally accepted on behalf of the Squadron by 

Executive Officer Jim Addison. 

The event highlighted the importance of boating 

safety and our Squadron’s ongoing “Wear It” 

campaign, which encourages boaters to wear life 

jackets whenever underway. Past Commander Chris 

Ricci spoke about the importance of boating 

education and safe boating habits, while emphasizing 

the role the Squadron plays in helping keep our 

waterways safe through local instruction and 

outreach. 

The evening concluded with a well-attended ice 

cream social sponsored by Sweet Annie’s, giving 

members and guests a chance to gather and celebrate 

another successful community event. 

The proclamation ceremony is just one example of 

the momentum the Squadron has been building this 

year—not only in boating education, but in fun and 

fellowship as well. 

Recent events have seen tremendous participation, 

including our outing to Panther Key, the overflowing 

Captain’s Meeting at Speakeasy, and another 

outstanding cruise to White Horse Key. It’s been 

exciting to see members turning out in such strong 

numbers and enjoying time together both on and off 

the water. 

And the fun continues this summer with upcoming 

events including: 

• June 10 – Captain’s Meeting at Dolphin Tiki Bar 

• June 11 – Cruise/Drive to Island Gypsy 

• June 24 – Captain’s Meeting at Italian Deli 

• June 25 – BYOE Cruise and Goodland Raft-Up 

near Crabby Lady/Paradise Found (near marker 7) 

If recent events are any indication, it’s shaping up to 

be a fantastic summer for the Marco Island Power 

Squadron. Whether through education, boating 

safety outreach, cruises, raft-ups, or simply enjoying 

time together, the Squadron continues to demonstrate 

that safe boating and fun boating go hand in hand. 

Chris Frost:   Commander – Squadron-3125 

Jim Addison:  Ex/O – Squadron  

Debbie Rago:  A/O – Squadron 

 

See and Be Seen with AIS  

What is AIS? At its core, AIS 

stands for Automatic 

Identification System. It is an 

automated tracking system used 

by ships and vessel traffic services 

to identify and locate vessels by electronically 

exchanging data with other nearby ships, AIS coast 

stations, and satellites. 

Think of it as air traffic control for the ocean, but 

instead of relying entirely on a central controller, the 

ships talk directly to each other. 

How does it work? AIS operates in the VHF 

maritime mobile band. A ship’s AIS unit 

automatically and continuously transmits data over 

these radio frequencies. 

Any other vessel or shore station equipped with an 

AIS receiver within range can pick up that signal and 

display the ship's information directly on their 

electronic chart plotter, radar screen, or computer. 

Why is it Important? Before AIS, mariners only had 

marine radar to see other ships at night or in thick 

fog. While radar is excellent, it has major limitations: 

it can be blocked by islands or heavy rain, it doesn't 

tell you the name of the ship you are looking at, and 

it can't tell you if a massive vessel is hiding just 

around a bend in a river. 

AIS solves this. Because it uses VHF radio waves, it 

can "see" around bends and behind small islands. By 

providing the exact name and course of an oncoming 

vessel, a captain can pick up the VHF marine radio, 

call the other ship directly by name (e.g., "Cargo 

BOSUN’S Whistle Bridge Report 

Cdr Christopher Frost, JN 

Lt/C James Addison, P 

Lt/C Deborah Rago 

Education OFFICER  

Lt/C Jeff Williams, JN 

https://marcoboatingclub.org/
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Ship Ocean Titan, this is the sailing vessel 

Odyssey..."), and safely arrange how they will pass 

each other. 

With AIS marine electronics onboard, you can 

identify potential dangers and quickly make 

decisions on the water. Many systems share your 

boat’s information with other boats so they can also 

make better, safer boating decisions. 

Many boaters have implemented the AIS on their 

boats. It is one of the best safety systems ever 

introduced to the boating community. 

U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) uses AIS to deliver all 

sorts of essential information. The USCG leverages 

AIS as a core component of its modern maritime 

operations. While originally designed primarily as a 

ship-to-ship collision avoidance tool, the Coast 

Guard has expanded its use across a massive 

infrastructure known as the Nationwide Automatic 

Identification System (NAIS).  

Through a network of land, sea, and space-based 

receivers, the USCG uses AIS for four primary 

functions: 

1. Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) & 

Security 

The Coast Guard uses AIS to build a real-time 

"Common Operational Picture" of U.S. waterways. 

NAIS integrates roughly 134 shore-based sites and 

satellite feeds to receive over 120 million messages 

a day. This data allows the USCG to track the 

identity, speed, course, and type of large commercial 

and passenger vessels approaching or operating in 

U.S. ports.  

The USCG actively monitors vessels to ensure they 

are keeping their AIS active and accurate. Turning 

off an AIS transponder (for instance, hiding a "secret 

fishing spot" or engaging in illicit activity) is a 

regulatory violation. The Coast Guard pursues steep 

civil penalties against captains who deactivate their 

systems while underway.  

2. Vessel Traffic Services (VTS) 

In busy or treacherous waterways—like the 

Mississippi River, Puget Sound, or major harbor 

entrances—the Coast Guard operates VTS centers 

(essentially air traffic control for ships). 

• Watch standers combine AIS data with marine 

radar to manage traffic flow, prevent collisions, 

and coordinate safe passings.  

• Because radar only shows a blip, AIS provides 

critical context, such as the exact name of a 

vessel, its dimensions, and whether it is pushing 

a massive barge tow. 

3. Digital Aids to Navigation (ATONs) 

One of the most innovative ways the Coast Guard 

uses AIS is to broadcast the positions of buoys, 

beacons, and hazards directly onto a mariner’s 

electronic chart or radar display. They categorize 

these into three types: 

• Real AIS ATON: A physical buoy or tower that 

has an actual AIS transmitter bolted to it, 

broadcasting its exact GPS position.  

• Synthetic AIS ATON: A physical buoy that 

doesn't have its own transmitter. Instead, a USCG 

shore station broadcasts its position, 

superimposing the digital marker exactly over 

the physical buoy's location.  

• Virtual AIS ATON (V-AIS): A purely digital 

marker broadcasted by the USCG where no 

physical buoy exists. The Coast Guard uses 

virtual ATONs to instantly mark a newly 

discovered shipwreck, dynamic shoaling, or ice 

hazards before a physical buoy can be deployed. 

They are also used in areas where seasonal sea 

ice would sweep physical buoys away.  

4. Search and Rescue (SAR) 

When a vessel is in distress, time is everything. The 

Coast Guard relies on historical and real-time AIS 

data to rapidly coordinate rescue efforts. 

• Pinpointing Last Known Positions: If a ship sinks 

or loses power, its last broadcast AIS coordinate 

gives search units an exact starting point for drift 

models. 

• Good Samaritan Coordination: When an 

emergency broadcast goes out, USCG command 

centers use AIS to identify nearby commercial 

ships that can divert and assist a vessel in distress 

long before a Coast Guard cutter or helicopter 

can arrive on the scene. 

Want to learn more about AIS? We’re offering the 

AIS Electronics for Boaters seminar next spring. 

Join us to learn more. 

 

https://marcoboatingclub.org/
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Are you 

ready for On 

Water 

Training? 

Will it 

increase 

your 

confidence in running your boat? Lt Geoff Fahringer, 

AP, and P/D/C Ted Reiss, SN-CN, are now able to 

offer free OWT on your boat. No boat is too big nor 

too small with any number of engines.  What would 

you like to learn? Would extra classroom sessions 

have a benefit?  If YES to any of these questions, 

contact Geoff and/or Ted.  Let us know your 

thoughts, comments, interests, and availability so we 

can put together a unique plan to improve your boat 

handling skills. 

Ted:  capttedr@yahoo.com   239-213-8722 

Photos courtesy of P/D/C Ted Reiss 

 

City Council Recognizes National Safe 

Boating Week on Marco Island 

The proclamation was presented by City Council 

Chairman Darrin Palumbo before a gathering of local 

boating advocates, many wearing life jackets as a 

visible reminder of the importance of boating safety. 

Lt/C Jim Addison, P, Executive Officer of the Marco 

Island Power Squadron, formally accepted the 

proclamation on behalf of the organization. 

P/C Chris Ricci, P, of the Marco Island Power 

Squadron, addressed the council and attendees 

during the ceremony, emphasizing the importance of 

public awareness and safe boating habits. 

“Boating is a wonderful part of life here in Florida, 

but safety has to come first,” Ricci said. “One of the 

key purposes of this event is to spread a simple 

message: wear your life jacket.” 

Ricci also highlighted the educational mission of the 

Marco Island Power Squadron, which provides 

boating safety instruction and training for the local 

community. He noted that the Squadron’s “Wear It” 

campaign encourages boaters to make life jacket use 

a regular habit whenever on the water. 

The evening concluded with an ice cream reception 

sponsored by Sweet Annie’s in support of boating 

safety outreach and National Safe Boating Week. 

National Safe Boating Week serves as the annual 

launch of the Safe Boating Campaign, a nationwide 

initiative encouraging boaters to practice safe and 

responsible habits on the water throughout the 

boating season. 

 

Photo credit: Scott H. Shook, Coastal Breeze News. 

 

Looks like Lt/C Jerry Cole, S and Lt Susan Cole were 

having a lot of fun on their way to the lovely remote 

White Horse Key!   

 

Photo courtesy of Lt/C Jerry Cole  

On The Water Training (OWT) 

Safe Boating Week Proclamation 

P/C Chris Ricci, P 

White Horse Key Outing 

https://marcoboatingclub.org/
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https://marcoboatingclub.org/
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Photos courtesy of Lt/C Deb Ricci 

 White Horse Key –BEACH DAY, MAY 7 2026 

  The rest of the crew showed up at White Horse Key for a lovely day in the Sun.   

https://marcoboatingclub.org/
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1) You are proceeding in a channel, 

your vessel is requiring a 

significant amount of right rudder 

and your bow is still falling off to 

port. What can you conclude from 

this information?  

a) Your vessel's turn rate 

indicator requires calibration  

b) Your vessel is in the deepest section of the 

channel  

c) Your vessel is at the outer limits of the channel  

d) Your vessel has lost a blade on the screw  

2)  You are 15 feet off a pier and docking a vessel using 

only a bow breast line and stern breast line. Once the 

slack is out of both lines you begin to haul in on the 

bow breast line. What is the effect on the vessel?  

a) The bow will come in and the stern will remain 

the same distance off the pier.  

b) The stern will come in and the bow will remain 

the same distance off the pier.  

c) The bow and stern come in equally closer toward 

the pier.  

d) The bow will come in and the stern will go out.  

3) Some lights used as aids to marine navigation have a 

red sector to indicate a danger area. How are the limits 

of a colored sector of light listed in the Light List?  

a) Bearings given in the Light List are always 

magnetic  

b) True bearings as observed from the light toward 

a vessel  

c) True bearings as observed from a vessel toward 

the light  

d) Geographical positions outlining the area of the 

sector  

4) BOTH INTERNATIONAL & INLAND When 

navigating in thick fog with the radar on, which action 

should you take?  

a) Station the look-out in the wheelhouse to keep a 

continuous watch on the radar  

b) Secure the sounding of fog signals until a vessel 

closes within five miles  

c) Station a look-out as low down and far forward as 

possible  

d) Keep the radar on the shortest available range for 

early detection of approaching vessels  

 

“CAPTAIN TED’S CORNER” 

P/D/C Ted Reiss, SN-CN 

Answers:  : 1 C, 2 A, 3 C, 4 C 

https://marcoboatingclub.org/
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Boating Activities Calendar 

Date Event Day Time 

11-June Cruise/Drive to Island Gypsy Thursday 1130 

25-June Cruise – BYOE, Goodland raft-up near Craby 

Lady 

Thursday 1130 

23-July Cruise/drive/Lunch to Tavern on the Bay 

(Naples) 

Thursday 1130 

6-Aug Lunch Cruise/Drive to Mango’s Thursday 1130 

 

For questions, contact Boating Chair 1/Lt Liz Scandone,S (781) 504-3304 

For boating/lunch reservations, contact Deb Ricci, S (303) 261-5096 debh.ricci@gmail.com 

 

 

  

https://marcoboatingclub.org/
mailto:debh.ricci@gmail.com
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Marco Island’s Premier Marina 
951 Bald Eagle Drive, Marco Island FL 34145 

239-394-2502 
www.rosemarina.com 

https://marcoboatingclub.org/
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